© screens set up in the Exhibition ha 


colourful background, every day of the exhibition's 45-day 


duration Leo Tolstoy's profound thought from his novel 
and Peace" is echoed repeatedly as the exhibition's theme: 
"All ideas that have momentous implications are always simple. 
ly whole point is that if evil-minded people come together to 
constitute a force honeet people should obviously do the same. 
It is that simple." 

The high-minded characters of Tolstoy's novel who sought 
to contribute to the shaping of a new humanity had to operate 
as members of secret societies, often as free masons. Tolstoy's 
idea about the esgential unity of upright people everywhere 
for the purpose of resolving the problem of war and peace is 
clearly discernable behind the decision of the UN Secretary 
General Peres de Cuellar to support the idea of holding a glob: 
twenty-four hour celebration of UN Day, October 24, 1986, via a 
system of satellite links. {his unique event which will involve 


people of sixty different countries 


411 open and close av the 


United Nations hea w York. 


In Moscow, betieer aber 26 and November 10 an int 


national exhibition “ will be 
. 


held at the Nanege, idition Hall. ‘the 


ries of direct contacts between Soviet cultvral workers 


and their counterparts in other countries using interactive, two- 
way communication facilities, including spacebridge. In this 

way the Exhibition at Moscow's Manege will become the focal 
point of interactive exchanges via satellite between Soviet 
cultural workers end their colles;ues around the world on UN 

Day, October 24, 1986. At the same time fecilities will be avail- 
able for transmitting the more interesting episodes of inter- 
national communication sessions from the exhibition hall on the 
large videoscreen set up on Kalinin Avenue and playing to a 
mammoth audience comparable to audiences in Japan, Latin Ameri- | 
ca, Africa and elsewhere who will gather in front of similar 
huge videoscreens. 

Invitations to participate in this unprecedented unique 
happening have been sent out to the leaders of countries whose 
participation is sought. 

An idea of what will happen at the Sxhibition can be 
gauged from the programme of a typical day, say, one devoted to 


the work of Mikhail Romm, the filw director. On this day the 


numerous pupils, colleagues and admirers of the late director 


will converge on the Kenege. Looxi 


forward to UN Day when 


the exhibition will become something of a forum open to the 


but in order 
other visual arts." 

4c the same time 
have to be vigilant in 


ing art becouse, as he 


Roma warned his pupils that they would 
developing this brave, new and burgeon- 


put it, "an explosively developing art 


can unexpectedly change into something else, if we are not 


careful." 


Here is how Mikhail Romm described his impressions of an 
unusual film showing that he once attended: "I have seen filus 
shown in movie theatres seating from two thousand to twenty-five 
thousand spectators. The twenty-five thousand cinema was, of 
course, an open-air theatre in the city of Gotwaldov, Czecho- 
slovakia. A huge screen was set up at the foot of a mountain, 
the height of a four-storey apartment block, and the mountain 
slope was converted into a gigantic natural amphitheatre with 


benches for ten to fifteen thousand Another fifteen 


people. 


thousand people complete with their baby carriages, 


children, beer augs, rugs end blank: 1 over 


sat on the grass 


een on thet 


the slope. Taree films were s 


“The Third Strik 


occasion, including an Question" 


Cy 


and an American picture. I had seen thi a a noraal 


shown on the huge 


Strike" 


al inema sc 1 


have a video screen of a comparable size and the watching crowd 
in front on a hillside of a huge screen will enter into direct 
contact with a similar crowd of people watching on the hillside 
in front of a similar video screen in another country, or anothe 
continent (this will be the technicue used for some of the 
episodes of the proposed Global Town Meeting on UN Day, October 
24, 1986). In Moecow the watching crowd will gather not on a 
hillside but in front of the Soviet Union's first, home-produced 
large video screen set up on Kalinin Avenue. 

We will thus witness the birth of a three-dimensional, 
space-wide cinema which will enable the film director to address 
@ global audience and to tranemit his wessage to the world. 

Are today's film directors equal to the task? This will 


be a test case. 


On that dey the exhibition at the Menege will be visited 


by the Soviet Union's leading film dire: 


tors, film stars, art 


critics, writers, and all those whose crostive careers had becn 


influenced by Mikhail Rom 
Perhaps Rolan Bykov will set the b=11 rolling (it was he 


who we ted to Mosfilm's couse by Mikhail Roum after a 


co! 


long heart-to-heert conversstion on every topic under the Sun). 


one, fvil to see why 
been chown on wide release in te Soviet Union, This igs a fila 
every honest man should see. It is one of the most powerful 
films that I have ever seen as it sets ug 611 thinking about 

the future". 

‘wenty years later, Rolan Bykov will continue, "Two filns, 
one Auwerican and one Soviet, were made almost simultancously 
about the end of the human rsce in a nuclear catastrophe. And 
now here at the Manege and in an American city where the nakers 
of the film "The Dey After" are gathered together,we are going 
to have a joint showing and discussion of the two films. Episodes 
from these terrible films will be played on giant video screens 
for huge eudiences to enable them to participate in the dis- 
cussion that will follow." If this is not an experiment with the 
future of the cinema I don't know what is. 

‘The best photographs, video recordings and sets will 


eventually go to the exhibition's meceum (during the forty tive 


days of the exhibition the museum will be storing up the physical 
“traces" of the exhibition's vulcanic ectivity which will 


represent the overriding % 


of cultural workers every 


their creative in ction using both new end old comur 


facilities). 


hitects' Union could take over from the uri 


The USSR Ar 


and hold public attention for a day with an exciting description 


of how nearly 200 working groups from towns and cities all over 


the USSR took part in an all-comers competition for the best 
design of an international comsunications centre in Paris. 

Global architectural designs unveiled by the architects 
will show how the world can be transforued into a better place 
to live in and also the main obstacle to this vision - the 


costly and dangerous global amas race. 


Artists, composers, journalists, theatre directors and 
actors will no doubt make their unique contributions to making 


the exhibition a festival of creative interaction to promote the 


common goal of global communication for peace and cooperation. 


All that remains for the Bxhibi 


ion's organising comnittee 


to do is to follow the advice of Socrate to find out the truth 


about the subject being commended, to sclect its best elenents 


and then arrange them in che most s 


